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Judge McDowell’s ascension to
the circuit bench is a bit of a
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“grassroots” progression within

the court. He began his legal
career as former Chief Judge
Duncan Beagle’s law clerk. At
the time, Judge Beagle was the
presiding judge of the family
division. Following his clerk-
ship, Judge McDowell became
the deputy director of the
Friend of the Court, and
ultimately the director.
He served as director for
over three years. Judge
McDowell received his law
degree from
University of
Toledo Col-
lege of Law.

Judge
McDowell
took the
bench in
October
2024. He
has since
been ap-
pointed the

Dec

presiding
judge of the
division by Chief Judge David
J. Newblatt, effective January
1,2025.

THE INVESTITURE oF
ANTHONY J. MCDOWELL
—— Ocoowmmszoss

Like Judge McDowell,
Judge Hood represents a
familiar ascension to the
family bench. She has
served as a family division
referee for over 22 years!
Prior to this role, Judge
Hood worked as a magistrate
for the 68th District Court. A
graduate of University of Mich-
igan-Flint and Flint Northern
High School, Judge Hood has
been a local attorney for over
33 years. She received her law
degree from Thomas M. Cooley

Law School. A

“veteran” of the fami-

ly division through
her tenure as a referee,
Judge Hood will em-
bark on her new role

| as Judge in January
-] 2025.

L Judge Bell served in
the civil-criminal divi-
sion of the circuit court. She
was appointed by former Gov-
ernor Rick Snyder, and began
(Continued on page 4)
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THE CHIEF SPEAKS

What is Justice? Although
Plato famously asked and tried
to answer this question in The
Republic, philosophers have
been debating it ever since
without a definitive answer. As
a judge, I define justice as any
decision made by a judge or
jury that prompts observers to
say, “Yep, that’s justice all
right.”

Here is how it works. People,
corporations, organizations
and even the government, ra-
ther than deciding disputes for
themselves, must all come to
court for a decision. Any kind
of dispute—did someone com-
mit a crime, must someone pay
money, must someone take or
refrain from an action, what is
the proper role of government,
is a man a father of a child,
who should have custody,
what are the terms of a di-
vorce, are parents neglectful,
how should estates be distrib-
uted and is someone is in need
of protection—can all be re-
solved by courts in the form of
a judgment.

How do we get those judg-
ments? In the matter of a civil

case, the raw materials of law
and facts pertaining to a dis-
pute are fashioned into claims
which are codified in a Com-
plaint. The Answer to that
Complaint brings forth defens-
es and perhaps counterclaims.
Pretrial litigation
develops and re-
fines claims and
defenses through

discovery and mo-

tion practice so the

case can be reduced to only
those which are legally recog-
nized and supported by evi-
dence. Only then can the case
be tried and decided by the
ultimate decision-maker—
either judge or jury.

Who decides what the law is?
The people in a democracy
select legislators and appellate
judges who determine the law
so it can be applied by trial
judges. This is true for both
substantive law—what claims
and defenses are recognized—
and for procedure. It is also
true for the rules of evidence,
which promote relevance, au-
thenticity, reliability and pub-
lic policy.

How do we know what law to

apply to a given situation? The

bench and bar went to law

school to learn to participate in

a profession that ensures uni-
formity of practice. As such,
prior to bringing a case, a law-
yer should be able to
assess and give an opin-
ion as to a client’s likeli-
hood of success in court
before the case is filed.
Ideally, if lawyers all
correctly predicted the end
result, actually coming to
court wouldn’t be necessary—
litigants would save them-
selves the time and expense
and agree to that result. Ah, if
it only worked that way in the
real world!

So why doesn’t it? I'll sum it
up in two words—human na-
ture. Judgments aren’t deter-
mined by computers, but ra-
ther by judges, jurors, parties,
attorneys and witnesses; all
with different ideas, experienc-
es, personalities, motivations
and strengths and weaknesses.
But I believe the most im-
portant insight is that humans
understand things and are
emotionally moved through

stories. This means that law-
yers must be good storytellers
if they want to prevail in trial.

I think it is helpful to think of
trials as competitive storytell-
ing according to set rules. As
such, it can be thought of as
just another medium of story-
telling. For instance, movie
directors are storytellers who
are bound by certain conven-
tions and limitations—camera
technique, script structure,
actor talent, audience expecta-
tions—who compete with each
other over audience share. Tri-
al lawyers are storytellers who
are bound by the law—
substantive, procedural and
the rules of evidence—who
compete with each other as to
who can persuade the jury to
side with their client.

I presided over a murder trial
where the defendant was ac-
cused of shooting and killing
the victim in the parking lot
after a bar fight. Although
there was one set of facts—the
defendant retrieved a gun and
brought it to where the victim
was involved in another
(Continued on page 13)

ADMINISTRATOR CORNER

There is never an inopportune
time to write about thankful-
ness. There is also never an
inopportune time to be thank-
ful. Think about it. All of us,
from time to time, think of
ourselves as a solo act. There
may be times when a person
can make a difference, a big
difference, but really no one is
a solo act. This is particularly
true for a court.

The court is an institution
comprised of judges, judicial
and court staff. However,
each is dependent upon the
other to fulfill our mission to
the community.

What is a court required to
deliver? In its simplest of
terms, a court is required to
deliver a level
playing field for
litigants to have
disputes resolved.
I would add to
that, the level
playing field has
to be supported by
many offices with-
in the court. The
competency and
attitude of the
staff matters.

An attorney or litigant wants

make this happen? With the

filing system that exists today,

most of the time, the filing is

made at a point of public ac-

joue:

cess with a member of the

to file a new action at the court court staff as the receiver of

and where do they first go to

that filing and the first ambas-

sador for the court.

It is a very important contact
that begins to shape the way
that the citizen perceives the
court and their chance of get-
ting a fair decision somewhere
down the line.

Do we want the citizen leaving
with the impression that they
were well received, the staff
was helpful and the experience

| was not as bad as they thought

it would be or even better, it
was a good experience. Of
course, the latter is our goal.

On January 5, 2024, the legal
(Continued on page 13)



Friend of the
Court

Quinton Burnett
" @ is a FOC special-
ist I. He recently
relocated to
Flint, after living
in Fort Wayne,
Indiana for the

past 10 years.

Sara Carroll is a FOC
caseworker. Sara previ-
ously worked for the
Genesee County Friend of
the Court as a casework-
er, and after being home
with her children for the
past 12 years, she is back.

Jennifer Hatch is a FOC
specialist I. Jennifer pre-
viously worked for Gene-
see Cut Stone & Marble
Co.

Andrea Lacey is an attor-
ney referee at FOC. An-
drea previously worked
for Ingham County as an
assistant prosecutor.

e Thank you to the
courthouse holiday dec-
orations team, who in-
troduced new color
themes, organized by
court floors. It was
completed in 2 hours
and looks very festive.

Carla Edmundson
Nichole Ruby
Brianna Miller
Judith Williams
Emily Space
Samuel Olson
Aaron Labelle
Jennifer Strauel
Morgan Mikkola
Patricia Umphrey
Michelle Myers
Heather Davis
ychael Davis
Tricia Wright
Barbara Menear

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Kindra Love is a FOC
specialist I. Kindra previ-
ously worked for the
Genesee County
Treasurer.

Ashley Treadwell is a
FOC specialist I. She pre-
viously worked in the
service department of a
local car dealership.

Juvenile Probation

Damion Jones is a social
service worker with juve-
nile probation. Damion
has worked for over 18
years in the human ser-
vices field.

Kevin Wallace is a social
service worker with juve-
nile probation. Kevin
previously worked as a
community health work-

er at GHS.

uvenile Records

Division
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Alexander Skywinter is a
juvenile court specialist I
in the juvenile records
division. Alexander pre-
viously worked for Oak-
land County.

Jill Bade is the supervisor
in the juvenile records
division. Jill formerly

worked as a lead social :
Left to Right: Kevin Wal-

lace, Damion Jones

Holly McCarthy is a

public engagement spe-

services worker in juve-
nile probation. (not pic-
tured)

Legal Records Division cialist. Holly previously

worked for the Genesee

Morgan Mikkola is a

court operations special-

County Jail as a medi-

cal records clerk.
ist. Morgan previously

worked in the juvenile
records division.

Alycia Hyde is a court
operations specialist.
Alycia previously worked
for 67th District Court.

Samonia Hickmon is a

court operation special- |
ist. Samonia previously Alexander Skywinter
worked for the State of

Michigan. (not pictured)

M‘ﬁﬁ/a@
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e Thank you to the fa-
cilities and operations
staff who took such an
interest in the hanging
of the greens at the
Saginaw Street en-
trance on a very cold
day.

Izak

Steve

Nathan

Logan

Miller & George -
”stopped by” to cheer
them on.

o Circuit and Probate
Court appreciation to
Judge Michael Hatty,
retired Chief Judge,
Livingston County Cir-
cuit Court and Judge
Richard Ball, retired
Chief Judge, 54B Dis-

trict Court,
East Lansing,
for so ably
serving the

local courts.

Both judges
are a pleasure
to have on
site, at GCBA
meetings, 4

judges’ meet-

ings and can
be seen taking |
walks in

downtown Flint.

Judge Ball

Judge Hatty
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JUDICIAL SERVICE

APPRECIATED AND ANTICIPATED (CONT’D)

her judicial service in 2018.
Prior to taking the bench,
Judge Bell was chief assistant
prosecuting attorney in the
civil division, where she
served as corporation coun-
sel. Before that position she
was Corporation Counsel for
Genesee County.

Judge Gadola served in the
Family Division from 2003-

2024. He was the presiding
Judge of Family Division at the

time of his retirement.

Congratulations to
Judge McDowell,
Judge Hood, and
happy retirement to
Judge Bell and Judge
Gadola!

A reception honoring Judge Bell for
her service was held on November
22, 2024 with delectable fare and
flowers on the bench.

Pictured to the left: Julie Schriner,
Robert St.Cin, Scarlett Younglove-
Tagge, Brent Rocheleau, Rachel
Greene
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THE FIRST JJC HOLIDAY SEASON DECORATIONS

TEMPERATURE|

Pod B Christmas Tree — decorated by the youth. Pod C Christmas Tree — decorated by the youth.

Drawing done by one of the
JJC staff, Barakas Rushing.

‘Winner of the door decoration contest — Pod B. The tree in the atrium.
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¥ 67th District Court
"l Judge Mark C.
"B McCabe writes
“Ask the Judge” for
the Tri-County Times.

Tariffs appeared in the
December 3rd 2024 edition.

President-elect Donald Trump

has been busy preparing for
January 20, 2025, the day he
takes office. In addition to

nominating various people to

his cabinet and other positions,

he has proposed taking other
actions including imposing a
variety of tariffs on imported

goods.

Recently he proposed a 25%
tariff on imports from Mexico
and Canada and a 10% tariff
on Chinese goods on top of
China’s existing tariffs. His

stated purpose is to impose the

TARIFFS

stop illegal immigration and
allowing fentanyl to come into
the United States.

The word “tariff” is frequently
used in world trade discus-
sions, but its definition and
history may not be well
known.

Accordingly, I present the fol-
lowing, with help from histori-
an Sarah Pruitt.

The common definition of a
tariff is a tax which a coun-
try’s government imposes on
goods that are imported from
other countries and paid by
the importer.

The most common types of
tariffs are “ad valorem” tariffs,
which are a fixed percentage of
the import’s value, and
“specific” tariffs, which are
charged as a fixed amount on
each unit of an imported good.

Tariffs have been used for hun-
dreds of years to bring in reve-
nue, protect domestic indus-
tries, and cooperate with or
retaliate against other nations
around the world.

In the United States, tariffs
date back to our founding fa-
thers, the Constitution, and
legislation. “The Tariff Act of
1789,” was the first substan-
tive legislation passed by Con-
gress.

Afterwards, a variety of tariff
legislation was passed and tar-
iffs became up to 90% of gov-

ernment revenue.

This all changed in 1913 with
the enactment of the federal
income statute, which then
became the principal govern-
ment income source

The president is also legisla-
tively authorized to unilateral-

tariffs until these countries

ly impose tariffs.

For example, under Section
301 of the Trade Act of 1974,
the president may impose tar-
iffs under certain circumstanc-
es involving national security.
There are other similar tariff
statutes.

Various commentators have
written that Trump’s proposed
tariffs would cause inflation.
Others say it will only increase
prices.

Today, tariffs are primarily
used as a tool to influence the
policies and the actions of oth-
er countries as to our domestic
industries and for trade negoti-
ation leverage.

Early reports indicate the tar-
iff proposals might have a pos-
itive result.

We will wait and see.

CIRCUIT COURT JUROR PAYMENTS

Jurors in Michigan have been
compensated for their time
spent performing their civic
duty since November 1968.
Historically, jurors received
paper checks for their service.
These check payments took 3
-4 weeks to process and reach
our jurors.

In 2018, the Jury Manage-
ment Office began using a
new software program
through Tyler Technologies.
This provider offered kiosks
which allowed the ability to
check the juror in and dis-
pense cash payments. While
it took some time to navigate
the new program and the

hurdles that Covid presented,
eventually our jurors began re-
ceiving cash payments in 2021.

Although this method expedited
juror payments, it also presented

many problems. Most recently,
we were notified that the cash
kiosks are no longer supported
by our software provider, leav-

ing us to look for an alternative.

Working with our vendor, their
preferred method and the most
up-to-date, is a payment card.

Think--Debit Card! Jurors will
be given a payment card upon

check-in and will have access to
their funds within 7-10 days of

their jury service. The juror can

simply swipe the payment card

anywhere Mastercard is accept-
ed, including ATMs. If they
wish, they can have the funds
deposited into their bank ac-
count or request a paper check.
Other options are offered, as
well.

Our jury management system
(JMS) is used by 15 counties in
Michigan and across the United

States. Many of our surrounding

counties use the same payment
card system, Court Funds, to
disburse payments to jurors. I
recently visited Livingston
County Courts to observe their
jury process. It was quite in-
formative. Court Funds offers a
variety of other court disburse-

ments like restitution, child sup-
port, bonds, witnesses and more.

The jury office and court-
support teams will begin train-
ing soon. After a testing period,
our experience will be shared
with the 67t District Court to
determine if the new method

should be expanded.

We look forward to launching
this new process and are optimis-
tic that our jurors will be
pleased! -kd
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ADOPTION DAY RETROSPECTIVE

It’s the only time work tirelessly
of year the public on behalf of chil-
is allowed to at-  dren in foster
tend the hearings. care,” explains
Former adoptive Presiding Pro-
parent, Regina bate Court

Bush was the Judge, the Hon-
event speaker, as orable Jennie E.
she shared her Barkey.

Bl family’s experi-

ence with adop-

tion.
success.

Judge F. Kay Behm attended
the event and shared a warm

Probate Court Judge Jennie E.
Barkey and the adoptions staff

celebrated Michigan Adoption
Day on November 20, 2018 by
confirming adoptions in public

moment with one of the partic-

ipants.

hearings for three families, There was a magician that

IORPVU’ FAMILY E

vfa@o%m Doy 2013

which included a total of four entertained the crowd with a

children being adopted. magic show. The staff , Dari-
ous Baylock, Mary Anne Falk,

Debbie Gray, Sheonna Hill
After the hear-

ings a recep-

She made na-

tional news 20
tion was held

years ago for a

landmark in the jury

transracial quarters for all
adoption case. of the family
members,
Adoption Day court staff and
2018 was a agency work-
joyous occa- ers who
sion for all of  \yorked to-
) 8 the families — and several local
- (‘ media outlets (ABC12, this day such a =
_ WNEMS5, and MLive/Flint and Fredricka
Journal) covered the event as
well. “This day marks the be-

ginning of an exciting journey

gether to make

Savage should be
| commended for
their hard work
in highlighting
both the need

{ and the joy in

for those deserving children
and families.

M This celebration offers us an adopting a child.

opportunity to take a moment N
—s

It is also a reminder to us of

the importance of those who

Adoption Day 2018 gives us a chance to recall
the festive occasion that was presided over by
Judge Barkey, with participation from former
Genesee County Probate Judge, now United
States District Court Judge F. Kay Behm.
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RESOLUTION BY GOVERNOR WHITMER

November 26, 2024 Adoption Day
November 26, 2024

WHEREAS, approximately 10,000 children in Michigan live away from their families in foster care and, every
year, an estimated 2,000 children in foster care have the goal of adoption and are legally ready to be adopted;
and,

WHEREAS, during fiscal year 2024, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) and con-
tracted private adoption agency partners provided permanency for approximately 1,500 children through adop-
tion; and,

WHEREAS, Adoption Day in Michigan was established by the Michigan Supreme Court and MDHHS in 2003; and,

WHEREAS, on November 26, 2024, many Michigan courts will celebrate Adoption Day by finalizing adoptions,
holding special events for adoptive families, and providing educational materials for citizens regarding the adop-
tion process;

THEREFORE, |, Gretchen Whitmer, governor of Michigan, do hereby proclaim November 26, 2024, as Adoption
Day in Michigan.

Legal Records Division: Re-
flecting on a Year of Progress
and Innovation

One year ago, the Legal Rec-
ords Division was officially
integrated into the Genesee
County Circuit Court, marking
a significant step toward mod-
ernizing and streamlining
court operations. This transi-
tion has proven to be a success,
with the division making re-
markable strides in both its
operations and public engage-
ment.

As we reflect on the past year,
the Legal Records Division has
continued to adapt and grow,
embracing new technologies,
expanding its team, and
strengthening its connection
with the community it serves.

Improving Response Times
Over the past year, the Legal
Records Division has made

LEGAL RECORDS DIVISION:
REFLECTING ON A YEAR OF PROGRESS

significant improvements to its
phone answering system. Pre-
viously, a common concern was
that calls went unanswered,
and messages were not re-
turned in a timely manner. To
address this, we have now ap-
pointed a dedicated staff mem-
ber responsible for answering
all calls and returning messag-
es within 24 hours, ensuring
better communication and
responsiveness.

Advancing the Digital Transi-
tion

The Legal Records Division
made substantial progress to-
ward the digitization of case
records. The move to e-filing
and digital record storage has
continued to gain momentum.
The Legal Records Division
now processes all Personal Pro-
tection Orders (PPOs) elec-
tronically. When a petitioner
submits a PPO request, the

petition is uploaded into On-
Base, automatically notifying
the judge that the petition is
ready for review. The judge
can then examine the petition
electronically and submit their
decision through the system.
Once a decision is made, the
petitioner receives an email
notifying them of the approval
or denial of the PPO. Addi-
tionally, the petitioner can
easily access and print the ap-
proval or denial from any com-
puter. If the PPO is approved,
the information is also routed
into the Law Enforcement
Information Network (LEIN)
for further processing.

Looking Ahead

As we look to the future, the
Legal Records Division re-
mains focused on expanding
digital capabilities. Over
38,000 domestic files and more
than 7,000 civil files were care-

fully reviewed to ensure they
were scanned into OnBase be-
fore being shredded. This was a
monumental project, but with
the entire team working to-
gether, the Legal Division suc-
cessfully completed it in under
two weeks. The files were
cleared to make room for
scheduled renovations in the
Legal Records Division, fur-
ther positioning us for the
transition to e-filing.

Continued improvements to
the case management system
and further e-filing integration
will pave the way for an even
more streamlined and efficient
court process. The goal re-
mains clear: to create a mod-
ern, user-friendly legal system
that serves the needs of all
stakeholders. —hd




https://
www.exploreflintandgenesee.
org/

'« The Trail of Lights
is made up of
40,000+
Christmas bulbs!! -

3 GT’? w
ot bsBA

o " Every Frlday
4 90’ 8:30pm - 12:00am
80’ %5,  Rimisslion $13

DIs0  Fipyy  MCIDISS ShoNM/Diato oatal

Recurring weekly on Friday
until December 27, 2024

i Beyond
the:
‘Phy al
World

September 13,2024 -
aaaaa y 25,2025

Recurring weekly on Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
January 25, 2025

geneseeLIVING

Recurring daily until March
16, 2025

Otwey e

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
January 5, 2025

=) v(/./';ot

Recurring weekly on Sunday,

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
January 31, 2025

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Friday, Saturday until Decem-
ber 22, 2024

Recurring weekly on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-

day, Friday until January 31,
2025

CRIGIS
O A D

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
June 22, 2025

NOCHES

XoL Padlk

CADA VIERNES

Recurring weekly on Friday
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Recurring daily until February
2,2025

THURSDAY,
FRIDAY, anp
SATURDAY
12:00 PM

Recurring weekly on Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday

Recurring every week day un-
til January 3, 2025

Recurring weekly on Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
January 4, 2025

(Continued on page 10)


https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/9th-annual-trail-of-lights/1463/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/robert-williams-nature-and-historical-learning-center/858/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/robert-williams-nature-and-historical-learning-center/858/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-killers-confession-presents-a-horrifying-trip-back-to-the-2000s/1789/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-killers-confession-presents-a-horrifying-trip-back-to-the-2000s/1789/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-killers-confession-presents-a-horrifying-trip-back-to-the-2000s/1789/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/adult-nite-skate/1190/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/rollhaven-skate-%26-fun-center/62/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/beyond-the-physical-world%3a-abstraction-from-the-%e2%80%8bmott-warsh-collection/3857/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/beyond-the-physical-world%3a-abstraction-from-the-%e2%80%8bmott-warsh-collection/3857/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/beyond-the-physical-world%3a-abstraction-from-the-%e2%80%8bmott-warsh-collection/3857/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/mott-warsh-collection-gallery/575/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/9th-annual-trail-of-lights/1463/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/a-killers-confession-presents-a-horrifying-trip-back-to-the-2000s/1789/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/adult-nite-skate/1190/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/beyond-the-physical-world%3a-abstraction-from-the-%e2%80%8bmott-warsh-collection/3857/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/bicentennial-park-holiday-walking-night/122/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/bicentennial-park-holiday-walking-night/122/
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https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/creasey-bicentennial-park-grand-blanc-parks-%26-recreation/755/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-holiday-magic-at-crossroads/1073/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-holiday-magic-at-crossroads/1073/
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https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/cosmic-christmas/231/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/discovery-zone%3a-under-the-sea/4651/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/bicentennial-park-holiday-walking-night/122/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-holiday-magic-at-crossroads/1073/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/cliff-joseph-and-the-power-of-art/337/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/cosmic-christmas/231/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/discovery-zone%3a-under-the-sea/4651/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-childrens-museum/5/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fia-friends-of-modern-art-films-merchant-ivory/1560/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fia-friends-of-modern-art-films-merchant-ivory/1560/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-film-theater/39/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-film-theater/39/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fine-arts-degree-candidates-art-exhibition/4697/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fine-arts-degree-candidates-art-exhibition/4697/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/mott-community-college-fine-arts-gallery/574/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/mott-community-college-fine-arts-gallery/574/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/from-crisis-to-care-%7c-the-evolution-of-hurley-medical-center/4481/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/from-crisis-to-care-%7c-the-evolution-of-hurley-medical-center/4481/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/sloan-museum-of-discovery/9/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/latin-nights/3618/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/xolo-tacos-%26-tequila-flint/391/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fia-friends-of-modern-art-films-merchant-ivory/1560/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fine-arts-degree-candidates-art-exhibition/4697/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/from-crisis-to-care-%7c-the-evolution-of-hurley-medical-center/4481/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/latin-nights/3618/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/meditations-in-gold%3a-south-asian-jewelry/1069/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/meditations-in-gold%3a-south-asian-jewelry/1069/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/midday-at-mw%3a-daily-guided-tours/120/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/midday-at-mw%3a-daily-guided-tours/120/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/mott-warsh-collection-gallery/575/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/pick-of-the-litter%3a-cats-%26-dogs-in-art/161/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/pick-of-the-litter%3a-cats-%26-dogs-in-art/161/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/queen%3a-from-mercury-with-love/3747/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/queen%3a-from-mercury-with-love/3747/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/meditations-in-gold%3a-south-asian-jewelry/1069/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/midday-at-mw%3a-daily-guided-tours/120/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/pick-of-the-litter%3a-cats-%26-dogs-in-art/161/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/queen%3a-from-mercury-with-love/3747/
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Recurring daily until January

19, 2025

Micigan

s PLANETARIUM

3:00 PM

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday until
January 3, 2025

# WHITE &
~ CHRISTMAS

; Wi
THE DORT FINANCIAL CENTER .

‘DECEMBER 21ST | NOON
A CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION -

WITH LIVE MUSIC
_ & A MESSAGE OF HOPE

3501 LAPEER RD | FLINT, M1 48503

Cosmic Col

An Adventure Along the S

Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Saturday until January 4,
2025

geneseeLIVING (ConT’'D)

dio

¥

Recurring weekly on Sunday, Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Saturday Saturday until January 4,
2025

Gree ion,
LONGWAYPLANETARIUM
\ <

Recurring monthly on the 3rd Recurring weekly on Sunday,
Saturday Saturday until December 22,
2024

e
'

ol
| X MERRY
INTUBACHRISTMAS{

» 9am 4o 5pm . ; il
A

Fenton's Downtown Enter-
tainment District

HomeTown Pub
svithh K & D KaraokE
“TIINK gt

Recurring weekly on Wednes-
day
Recurring monthly on the 3rd
Saturday

Recurring weekly on Wednes-
day

Breads & Threads Handmade
Recurring weekly on Sunday

until December 29, 2024 (Continued on page 11)


https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/rebels-in-print/1067/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/skies-over-michigan-live/1628/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/white-christmas-sing-a-long/3751/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/fim-capitol-theatre/578/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-at-the-dort-center/3834/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/dort-financial-center/58/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/cosmic-colors/4383/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/rebels-in-print/1067/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/skies-over-michigan-live/1628/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/white-christmas-sing-a-long/3751/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-at-the-dort-center/3834/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/cosmic-colors/4383/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/glassblowing-demonstrations/85/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-museum-%2b-art-school-(fia)/6/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/historic-house-tours-at-stockton-house-museum/439/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/historic-house-tours-at-stockton-house-museum/439/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/stockton-house-museum/10/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/holiday-craft-show-at-the-davison-farmers-market/1198/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/holiday-craft-show-at-the-davison-farmers-market/1198/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/davison-farmers-market/586/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/holiday-pops/4342/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-symphony-orchestra-(fso)/29/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-symphony-orchestra-(fso)/29/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/kids-drop-%26-shop-%26%238211%3b-kids-stay-you-sleigh!/4690/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/kids-drop-%26-shop-%26%238211%3b-kids-stay-you-sleigh!/4690/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/for-mar-nature-preserve-%26-arboretum/67/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/for-mar-nature-preserve-%26-arboretum/67/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/glassblowing-demonstrations/85/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/historic-house-tours-at-stockton-house-museum/439/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/holiday-craft-show-at-the-davison-farmers-market/1198/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/holiday-pops/4342/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/kids-drop-%26-shop-%26%238211%3b-kids-stay-you-sleigh!/4690/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/legend-of-the-enchanted-reef/4583/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/perfect-little-planet/3668/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/tuba-christmas-%26-carols-sing-along/2135/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/tuba-christmas-%26-carols-sing-along/2135/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-farmers-market/15/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/whaley-historic-house-museum-open-tours/3914/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/whaley-historic-house-museum-open-tours/3914/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/whaley-historic-house-museum-of-flint/11/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/whaley-historic-house-museum-of-flint/11/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/free-community-yoga/3915/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/legend-of-the-enchanted-reef/4583/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/perfect-little-planet/3668/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/tuba-christmas-%26-carols-sing-along/2135/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/whaley-historic-house-museum-open-tours/3914/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/free-community-yoga/3915/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/sunday-stroll-winter-solstice/4685/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/richfield-county-park-bmx-track/85/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/richfield-county-park-bmx-track/85/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-at-crossroads-holiday-magic-drive-thru/191/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-at-crossroads-holiday-magic-drive-thru/191/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/crossroads-village-and-huckleberry-railroad/14/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/crossroads-village-and-huckleberry-railroad/14/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/downtown-fenton-luminary-walk/4640/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/downtown-fenton-luminary-walk/4640/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/franke-%26-dawne-karaoke/2077/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/s-%26-k-hometown-pub/617/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/wip-wednesdays-workshop/2076/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/sunday-stroll-winter-solstice/4685/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/christmas-at-crossroads-holiday-magic-drive-thru/191/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/downtown-fenton-luminary-walk/4640/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/franke-%26-dawne-karaoke/2077/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/wip-wednesdays-workshop/2076/
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Gaia's Goods

§

W

doomes

e

s MY

Recurring monthly on the 2nd

Recurring weekly on Sunday, Friday

Friday, Saturday until Decem-
ber 29, 2024

/{

“VRGRUERADE
BALL

Recurring weekly on Sunday,

Recurring monthly on the 1st Friday, Saturday until Janu-
ary 19,2025

Saturday

‘Jmls;onou;r.kﬂ*) | |
Iock Cluibs

Recurring monthly on the 1st

weekday Recurring monthly on the 2nd

Friday

B —=\A VP~
ATING 10 YEARS OF OHL HOCKEY |

ridays

Recurring monthly on the 1st

Friday
Recurring monthly on the 2nd

CUREF % X4 Friday until May 9, 2025

~ »
* Gaia's Goods
N
Metaphysical Marketplace
Every 1st Saturday of the Month
Noon to 6pm
lendor and reader spaces available.
12009 N Saginaw St, Mt Morris, MI
810-341-3027 gaias goods@yahoo.com

Recurring monthly on the 1st
Saturday


https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fia-friends-of-modern-art-films-the-remains-of-the-day/1561/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fia-friends-of-modern-art-films-the-remains-of-the-day/1561/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-film-theater/39/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-film-theater/39/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/holiday-bounce-bash/3829/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/mundy-sportsplex/836/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/winter-break-camp%3a-winter-survival-skills/4691/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/winter-break-camp%3a-winter-survival-skills/4691/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/for-mar-nature-preserve-%26-arboretum/67/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/for-mar-nature-preserve-%26-arboretum/67/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-firebirds-ohl-hockey/1050/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/dort-financial-center/58/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/poets-%26-writers-night/2011/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/totem-books/349/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fia-friends-of-modern-art-films-the-remains-of-the-day/1561/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/holiday-bounce-bash/3829/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/winter-break-camp%3a-winter-survival-skills/4691/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-firebirds-ohl-hockey/1050/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/poets-%26-writers-night/2011/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/winter-break-camp%3a-animal-explorers/4692/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/winter-break-camp%3a-animal-explorers/4692/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/for-mar-nature-preserve-%26-arboretum/67/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/for-mar-nature-preserve-%26-arboretum/67/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/new-years-eve-2024-ironsnake-masquerade-ball/1790/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/new-years-eve-2024-ironsnake-masquerade-ball/1790/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/books-%26-stars%3a-longway-planetariums-book-club/3629/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/books-%26-stars%3a-longway-planetariums-book-club/3629/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/first-fridays-at-longway-planetarium/1224/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/first-fridays-at-longway-planetarium/1224/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/gaias-goods-metaphysical-marketplace/4642/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/gaias-goods-metaphysical-marketplace/4642/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/winter-break-camp%3a-animal-explorers/4692/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/new-years-eve-2024-ironsnake-masquerade-ball/1790/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/books-%26-stars%3a-longway-planetariums-book-club/3629/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/first-fridays-at-longway-planetarium/1224/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/gaias-goods-metaphysical-marketplace/4642/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-ultimate-doors/1008/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/whaley-historic-house-museum-open-tours/3913/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/whaley-historic-house-museum-open-tours/3913/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/whaley-historic-house-museum-of-flint/11/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/whaley-historic-house-museum-of-flint/11/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/foraging-for-native-plants/3925/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/robert-williams-nature-and-historical-learning-center/858/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/robert-williams-nature-and-historical-learning-center/858/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/halestorms-lzzy-hale-and-joe%3a-the-living-room-sessions/998/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/halestorms-lzzy-hale-and-joe%3a-the-living-room-sessions/998/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/the-machine-shop-concert-lounge/580/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/10th-annual-african-american-film-series-mlk-fbi/4668/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/10th-annual-african-american-film-series-mlk-fbi/4668/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-film-theater/39/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-institute-of-arts-film-theater/39/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/the-ultimate-doors/1008/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/whaley-historic-house-museum-open-tours/3913/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/foraging-for-native-plants/3925/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/halestorms-lzzy-hale-and-joe%3a-the-living-room-sessions/998/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/10th-annual-african-american-film-series-mlk-fbi/4668/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-artwalk/718/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/greater-flint-arts-council/7/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fun-home/4495/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-community-players/24/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/flint-community-players/24/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/gilded-game-night/79/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/whaley-historic-house-museum-of-flint/11/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/whaley-historic-house-museum-of-flint/11/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/second-friday-%7c-history-of-the-universe-series/4384/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/second-friday-%7c-history-of-the-universe-series/4384/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/listing/longway-planetarium/19/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/toolology/3900/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/flint-artwalk/718/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/fun-home/4495/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/gilded-game-night/79/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/second-friday-%7c-history-of-the-universe-series/4384/
https://www.exploreflintandgenesee.org/event/toolology/3900/
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THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF MICHIGAN
900 SOUTH SAGINAW ST., FLINT, MICHIGAN 48502
:onorable Celeste D. Bell 840,957 3252 Honorable Mark W. Latchana
onorable B. Chris Christenson - - Honorable Anthony J. McDowell

Honcrable Khary L. Hanible Honorable David J. Newblatt
Honorable Ariana E. Heath DAVID J. NEWBLATT - CHIEF JUDGE Honorable Brian S. Pickell
Honorable Elizabeth A. Kelly BARBARA A. MENEAR - COURT ADMINISTRATCOR :

Honorable Dawn M. Weier

CIRCUIT AND PROBATE COURT
JUDICTAL ASSIGNMENTS

Please find below judicial assignments that are effective January 1, 2025, for the 7™
Judicial Circuit and the Genesee County Probate Courts. The assignments are authorized by Local
Administrative Order 2024-10 and Local Administrative Order 2024-04.

Family Division

Judge Mary A. Hood Courtroom 501 810.257.3230
Judge Anthony J. McDowell Courtroom 507 810.424.4476
Judge Dawn M. Weier Courtroom 515 810.257.3218

Criminal-Civil Division

Judge B. Chris Christenson Courtroom 308 810.257.3262
Judge Khary L. Hanible Courtroom 303 810.257.3270
Judge Elizabeth A. Kelly Courtroom 306 810.257.3257
Judge Mark W. Latchana Courtroom 305 810.257.3260
Judge David J. Newblatt Courtroom 300 810.257.3080
Judge Brian S. Pickell Courtroom 307 810.257.3238
Probate Court

Judge Jennic E. Barkey Courtroom 506 810.257.3550
Judge Ariana E. Heathe Courtroom 504 810.257.3521

* Judge Heath will retain her existing juvenile docket but will not be assigned to new cases
after January 1, 2025. Pending domestic cases will be reassigned to other family division
judges, with limited exception for cases where substantial judicial involvement has
occurred.

David J. Newblatt, Chief Judge December 18, 2024
Circuit and Probate Courts
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CHIEF SPEAKS (CONT’D)

fight—there were two different  each attorney was confined by  courtroom open to the public;

stories. The prosecutor’s was the law and evidence, each had two zealous advocates compet-
that the defendant was a villain
with a beef who retrieved the

gun to settle matters once and

more than ample opportunity  ing through their legal skills and

to tell their diametrically op- storytelling prowess; and the

posed stories to the jury ultimate decision made by

for all, thus turning what should through voir dire, argument

twelve impartial jurors? Yep,

have been merely a fistfight into and tl.le questions they asked of that’s justice all right. —cjdjn
a deadly encounter. The de- the witnesses.
fense’s story was that the de-

fendant was a hero who was try- An impartial judge imposing

ing to protect other people from law and rules created through

a dangerous aggressor. Although

the democratic process in a
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records division of the circuit
court came into existence be-
cause of the forward thinking
of Domonique Clemons, Gene-
see County Clerk-Register and
Judge David J. Newblatt,
Chief Judge. An agreement
was struck which permitted
the circuit court to assume
administrative authority for
the legal records division.

It was the court equivalent of
the first spike being driven in
the first railroad track!

The legal records division has
been on the move ever since
with new management stand-

ards, a greater emphasis on
public engagement and being
fully invested as part of the
circuit court of the future.

I consider this to be a highly
rewarding achievement that
will only be more satisfying
over time.

Likewise, the circuit court has
followed the pattern of reor-
ganization in juvenile records
and specialty court services.
Friend of the Court and Pro-
bate Court have also under-
gone review to align staff in
ways that provide a path for-
ward and job growth.

Every person who walks in the
courthouse and goes to an of-
fice of the court or a courtroom
is our customer.

We have a higher duty to be
respectful and courteous than
most organizations, we are a
judicial monopoly. There is
nowhere other than a court to
file a court case.

What happens in a court mat-
ters. The tone and clarity of
its judicial decisions effect the
lives of people.

Every person who works in a
Courthouse has the opportuni-

ty to intersect with someone
who does not want to be here,
but has to be here.

I am thankful that the court
works every day to make the
experience positive and life
changing. —bam
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* Read All About It *

Hearsay is now available on the Circuit Court website www.7thCircuitCourt.com/hearsay-newsletter

We want to hear from you! Send us an email letting us know what you would like to see in the news-

letter and feedback on the current edition. You can also submit ideas and information about activi-

ty in your department.

hearsay@?7thcircuitcourt.com
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